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INTRODUCTION

|l nternati onal Day of Peace (APeace Dayo)
21st of September Established in 1981 by resolution 36/37, the United Nations General
Assembly has declared this as a day devoted to strengthening the ideals of peace, both withil
and among all nations and peopl e. Furthe
voted mnanimously in 2001 to adopt resolution 55/282 establishing 21st September as an
annual dayf nonviolence and ceasére The National Federation for GambldNESCO

Clubs and CenterdNAFGUC) believe that a country that wants to realize meaningful
developnent and growth should uproot the seed of violence and sow the seed of peace.

This year the National Federation of Gambia UNESCO Clubs and Centers (NAFGUC)
decentralizd and observe the day on the 21st of September 2016, in Essau, North Bank
Region of theGamba.

The occasion wagbserved irthe form of aMarch pasgparade lead by the scout band of
the region (North Bank Regianjhemarchpass started from the police chedkm through
the streets of theillage of Essau along with other satellite viksgat a distance of 800
meters. The paradgarted with 60 parntipantsinitially but thefurther theparade the more
people fromthe community joined the crowedhe children werenot left outcheering
throughoutunder the scorching sun all in the naoh@EACE The parade wdsllowed by
Speechesfrom different personalitiesand stakeholders ranginfom the National
Commission, Federation of UNESCO Clubs angresentative from the Nationalovth
Council Recitationsof poemson peacedrama skitson peac@erformedoy the Peer Health
Educatorsand a sbrt play on call on peace.

Cultural performance from the local traditional communicatoflsanyeleng) were part of

the celebrations, they sasgngs relating tpeaceas well assend the message out to the
community in | ocal | anguages wi t Bndpoweov er t
maintain it:to accept our cultures, each other as brothers and gisters society and
communities. Tiese groups are very vital in ourlocal communities whewlisseminating
information and educating peopl&he celebration wa®llowedby a symposium another
interesting part of the program, which everyone participated and contributions came from
the participantsthe village elders andther youth groups. Thesue ofyouth migratiorwas

among the discussisrandwhen they shoultb stay and prepared tB& OCKS FOR THE
BUILDING OF PEACE .

The occasion was graced by the community of Essau and its surroundings, from Community
elders, religious leaders, and village chiefs. All the UNESCO Clubs across the nation were
represented including stakeholders and youth organizations.
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PART ONE: SPEECHES

The president of the federatiadr. Momodou M.

Sarr welcomeselders and participants for joining

the Federation in the celebratidie highlighted on

the importance of peace andbéingever ybody
responsibiliy to make sure peaqeevail. Thanked
UNESCO for funding such a great occasion.

NAFCUC President

In hisstatenent for the day, the Secretary General ¢
the Federation Mr. Lamin Ceesay thanked
UNESCOi Dakar forfunding such a great occasion
He highlighted onN A F G U Crdain functions
promoters ofJ N E S C @éats and activities.

He also told the gathering thatelrederation holds 3
strong belief in the importana@nd strategic role of
young people in preventing and resolving conflicts®®

nonviolently, bearing in mind the crucial part beingArGuc secretary General
played by young people in the field of humandeavor and as the back bone of every
developmentd Taday, | believe each of us has a shared responsibility to shape a better
future for all through peacebuilding in c

He further reminded the audience thas the turning poitof the yearfor the world, when

Statesdefine a new global sustainable development agenda. This must be an agenda for
peacd&i BUI LDI NG BLOCKSoOoFo@®ORr EaACEhe gl obe and
The Secretary Gener anha tirlreas en dreadt olnicwee awiati n
di ffethemeéd ore in order for a peaceful CoO
bet weeeinghbbtoami |l ies, family members, child
teachesr sappreeci atre oaurd i cednemicdewsa lwhd icfths. ar e

He ended his speech with.:the preamble of

0 IINCE WARS BEGINS IN THE MINDS OF WOMEN AND MEN IT IS IN THE MINDS OF
WOMEN AND MEN THAT THE DI FENCES OF PEACE MUST BI
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The Senior Program flicer for Communications and Social and Human Scienbts,
Maimuna Sidibeh conveyedhe UNESCOD r ect or G ege enrthe bcoasionMfe s s
the 2016 hternationaPeace @y Celebration.

00The Agerild States that 6 t ltam rbe no
sustainable development withquéace and no peace
without sustainabl e dev
sustainable Development Goals set forth a new
transformative vision of how to build peaadere
UNESCO playing a key role at every level, to
strengthen, in the words of SDG 160 p e ajuse f u |
and I nclusi ve societies,
governance,inclusive institutions, accountability

and justice for adl.

SeniorProgramme Officer Sidibeh

Mr. Alhagie Jarju the Program Minagerof National Youth Counciélso gave a statement
on behalf of theExecutive Secretary, National
Youth Council.Mr. Jarjuhighlighted on the role of 3
young people as the back bone of eve
development andustainable Development Goa
16 is our shared vision in constructing peace
justice and strong institutions. This is a globalgls
responsibility to be observed every day an®S-st
chdlenge youngpeopleto be the change they —==
should beandlearn to combine theienthusiasm
with patience, realizing the importance of living
together and should be responsible to defend ftl
frontiers of peace and nernolence. He Said
fiYoung people should not be the obstacle of &riyoamme Manager, National Youth Counci
development but be invaluable resources, for development and should be part of solution to
the problem in schools and communities. International day of peace should be atlgpbrate
youngpeope every dayo
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PART TWO: SYMPOSIUM

Mr. L amin Jarjou , Senior ProgramOfficer,
Culture, at the National Commission for#
UNESCO The Gambigpresented on the theme o
the year 6 6 BUI L DBLWGKS FOR |
PEACEOG a@s well as the role dUNESCO in
peace buildingMr. Jarpu started his presentation
with a quotation fromMadiba Mandela who
saidé 6 Lthere be work, bread, water and salt
f or e lalsodh@hlighted on the sustainable
Development Goals whichare integral to *—
achievwng peace in outime, as development and
peace are interdependentand mutually senior Programme Officer, NATCOM

reinforcing. Mr. Jarpu outlined the 17 Sustainable Development Goals and its associated
169 targetsOn the role of UNESCO in peace building, it has been recognized that the
International Institute of Peace brings to UNESCO a unique focus and expertise in
addressing the violent conflicts that take place in cities and urbanldiredarpu presented

in both English Language and local languakje explainedvhat the theme means in the
local languagesince the celeration took place in the ruralommunity Mr. Jarpu 6 s
presentation wasomprehended by aditudents from UNESCO School club€ommunity
baseUNESCOclubs the stakeholders and tbemmunity of Essau.

In his presentation th&rogram Managerof the
National Youth CounciMr Alagie Jarju presented

on theRole of Young Peoplein Peace Riilding.
Young people should not be the obstacle of any
development butare invaluable resources, for
development and should be part of solution to the
problem in schools and communities.

filnternational day of peace should telebratedoy
young people every daye saidYoung people are vital stake holders in conflict and peace
buildingthey have the potential to act as community leaders in peace building, reconciliation
and post conflict reconstruction.
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DISCUSSIONS IN BOTH ENGLISH AND LOCAL LANGUAGES
An open discussiaimok place on howeacecanprevailand how can was a peoplpromote
the sustainable development g@als

Thehead of the village development committee
started the discussion with an issugthe female
genital mutilation which he said is a cultat
practicethatis a violation of Human Rights. If
human rights are notespected peace cannot
prevail.

Esau Village Development Committee Member

The President of the Gambia University UNESCO Cubar
Malmo Sambouhighlighted on some of the obstaxl®peace
building and maintenance, Omar stresseditladticedoes not

He also stresed on that job opportunities are not enough this¥ ::
causing many young people traveling out of the country fZ
greener pasturand if all the back bone of the development ¢
the nation leave the counthpw will the countrybe develop?

. . President of the University C
If there is no deglopment there will be no peace. The Gambia UNESCO club

On his part the Head ofdyaanuSidigin Association, this

is an Islamic youth association which also is out to create
awareness on thessence of peace in the socidW,
Cham highlighted on the mncepion of all violent
extremism going around the worldwith the Islamic
religion which he said is condemned by IsJatslamis
peace He enced up sayinglslam is a religion which
always embark on praying for peaceas whenever
individual Muslims meet theywill say 6 6 SAL AMU
ALAI KUM66 meaning peace be with you.
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The president of the Brikama Community Base
UNESCO Club Mr. Amfall Daffeh, in his
contribution to the open discussidmghlighted on

how important it is in creating more UNESCO Clubs

in the communitieas UNESCO Clubs promote the
idealof UNESCO and this ideal is to promote peace.

He also reminded parents ¢ime gathering that let

them not be worried about their chilen holding

series of meetings with UNESCO Clubs as the only thing we discussed is peace and how tc
disseminate the information to others. And also advised the young people to be focused as
the elders in the gathering\eaplayed their rolelt is now the respnsibility of the young

people to see that lasting peace exXistconcluded

The Seretary Gneral of the federatiadr. Lamin Ceesayalso took part in the discussion,
he reminded the young people that if we stick on our cultures peace will prevail but our
cultures are fading awayHe reminded that ' .

I ndi vi dual didalfeemrg n ave &

traditions agmnmduanulsgtéurha
i hhe environment wher e@SEas

fiRe me mber ! Are we born
cloth? | f not then aldad L = o ns i d
adaptation in PBERBAEEFUgs - LS 2 T
COEXI|I STE&A@G&N g our sel ve
But withomleyal wéycobl des : ,
nei gbhboiret for about a week we woul d begi
|l i ke it and | ater |l ove it. This i1Is how o
not want t o endgoagreotonheehd g.e0alodau rwet rparde vt d io
easghye reiterated

[
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PART THREE: RECITATION OF POEMS AND DRAMA
The Way Peace Is Open

There is a silence into which the world cannot intrude
There is an ancient peace you carry in your heart and have not lost.
Peace is a natural heritage of spirit

Everyone is free to refuse t@ccept his inheritance but he is not free to establish what his
inheritance is.

Peace and understanding goes together and never can be found alone.

Strength and innocence are not in conflict not in conflict but naturally are in peace.
Lay down your arms ad come without defense into the quite peace.

Where heavends peace had :
Lay down all thoughts of danger and fear.

Let no attack enter you.

In this quiet state alone is strength and power.

N
Here can no weakness entenrfhere is no attack and \\\
therefore no illusion.

Peace is God
You who is part of God is not at home except in his peace.

READ BY:

MUHAMMED CAMARA OF (ACHDEACON GEORGE SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOGUNESCO CLUB)
Kanifing Municipality or Region One
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Call On Peace
Hello Peace, your name on our tongue quite often

Prior vital | am a need not for greed

Peace are you ever seen? Peace are you ever felt?

217" SEPTEMBER 2016 AT ESSAU LOWER BASIC
Or can be eveheard,shall | ask about smell? Sure youaa living thing. Do you fly
like a bird?

Oh! No, | am living in your paws, lookd o n 6 t fprqopeaceovhAdn Joy comes?
Remember, you pray for peace to replace sorrow, when be felt.

Spread your fingers, use your mind to open your eyes and ears yogi@nme into
your face.

Peace our love, get well in our midst
What a call Ha! Ha! Ha! Ha!
Welcome by people, education. Association and the community embodiment
Never escape never escape
|l 6ve got you now
Peace! Peace! Peace!
DRAMA AND A SHOT PLAYBY: MUHAMMED AND OUMIE from
(Archdeacon George and Brikama Community Base UNESCO Clubs respectively)
Region one and Two
AFRICA —

Oh Children of Africa, why are you crying? : : o,
Why the spoil of innocent blood? X i , <1
Stop the waand let PEACE prevail. \ﬁ%‘ i |

Mother Africa is bleeding, the Children are dying of
hunger, and thereis no work inthe East, West, North anddsith.

We need no wabut work, we need PEACHE" mother Africa
READ BY:
KADDY KUMBA JALLOW (KOTU SEN SEC SCHOOL UNESCO CLUB)
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PART FOUR: PEACE PARADE

e GECKA

TAA T B

Mational Federation of the Gambia UNESCO Clubs and centers Celebrates

:RNATIONAL PEACE DAY
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UNESCO CLUB VOLUNTEERS HOLD THE BANNER WHILE THE SCOUT LEAD
THE PARADE
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PICTURE GALLERY FROM THE INTERNATIONAL PEACE DAY

THE
SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

CROSS SECTION OF PARTICIPANTS PARADING
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SPO SIDIBEH DELIVERING
THE DG’S MESSAGE

THE VIEW OF THE COMMUNITY BEFORE THE PEACE PARADE
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THIS TRADITIONAL COMMUNICATORS ARE VERY VITAL IN TRANSLATING
THE INFORMATION AND DESIMANITING WITH PROVERBS AND DANCING
CRACKING JOKES THAT ARE MEMORABLE

UNESCO CLUBS REPRESENTATIVES SCOUT BAND PREPARING FOR THE

NATIONAL ANTHEM
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PRESIDENT SARR MODERATING COMMUNITY LEADERS

(From different villages)

NAFGUC EXECUTIVE MEMBERS PARTICIPANTS MARCHING WITH
DISCUSSING THEIR PLACARDS
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SCOUT BAND LEADING THE PARADE

WOMEN FROM THE NEIGHBOURING VILLAGES LEAVING THEIR FARM WORK FOR THE DAY
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“Hﬂ/l ARE YOU |
Toink
R |

pents

“CARE MNORF
ABOL T ISSUES
WHICH CONCERN
CHILDREN"

CARE ABOUT CHILDREN ANSWER THIS QUESTION

AN TN

PEACE IS SMILE
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CHILDREN IN THE HOT SUN CELEBRATING WITH YOUTH
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ALAGIE PRESENTING MASTER OF THE CEREMONY (SARR)
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LAMIN CEESAY ABDOULIE FATAJO
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PARTICIPANTS WAITING FOR OTHERS CROSSING WITH THE FERRY

BEATING THE DRUMS, BLOWING THE TRUMPETS WHILE MESSAGES ARE
DISPLAYED
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